Veneration of St. Daniel the Hegumen
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Hail to you, O Daniel, who loved Christ from your youth,
You sought the desert of Scetis, to walk in holy truth,

You grew in virtue and wisdom, a shepherd pure and bright,
You guided many in spirit, to walk in God’s true light.

You became Hegumen holy, the head of monks in prayer,

A father loving and faithful, who carried every care,

The people came to behold you, to gain your blessing sweet,
They sought your words of salvation, and bowed before
your feet.

Saint Anastasia came fleeing, disguised in'manly dress,
Escaping worldly desire, she chose the wilderness,

You hid her safe in a cave, for twenty-eight full years,

Till Christ received her in glory, with joy and without tears.

You prayed for God to reveal you, the saints upon the earth,
He answered, showing His servant, of Anasimon’s worth,

A queen who left her palace, in rags she dwelt alone,
Despised by those who mocked her, but saintly grace was
shown.

At night her hands were shining, in prayer before the Lord,
You told the nuns her secret, their hearts were all restored,
They bowed in shame repenting, for what their eyes had
seen,

They honored her as a mother, a saint both pure and clean.

O Daniel strong in the Spirit, you kept Christ’s holy way,
You strengthened all your children, in fasting every day,
You finished well the good fight, received eternal prize,
In Bashans month departed, to Christ who rules the skies.

Pray to the Lord for us, O father Daniel the wise,
That He may grant us mercy, and a crown in paradise.

The mention of your name / Is in all the believers' mouths /
They all say "O God of Abba Athanasius / Help all of us!"
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