The Twelve Disciples
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(1/16) Hail the Twelve whom Christ called near,

He made His living word your guide;
You left your nets and followed Him,
And walked beside Him side by side.

(2/16) James and John heard Jesus call,
They left the boat and father too;

With Peter, Andrew by His side,

They followed Christ, both brave and true.

(3/16) From Bethsaida came Philip’s faith,
He told Nathanael what he knew;

They came to meet the Lord and saw

The Son of God, faithful and true.

(4/16) Matthew sat within the tax office,
When Christ called him, he left his trade;
He followed Jesus, leaving all,

And wrote the Gospel he proclaimed.

(5/16) Thomas loved the Lord and stayed,
Though danger waited on the road;

He saw the risen Christ and then

Went east to preach the Gospel bold.

(6/16) James, the son of Alphaeus,

Was chosen by the Lord to serve;

And Simon, known for his great zeal,
Preached the Gospel and did not swerve.

(7/16) Judas Thaddeus followed Christ,
And through persecution still stayed true;
He preached the Gospel faithfully,

And wrote the Epistle known as Jude.

(8/16) For three long years you stayed with Christ,

From place to place you followed near;
You heard His words of love and grace,

And learned repentance and God’s Kingdom.
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(9/16) You saw the sick receive their health,
The storm grow calm, the dead arise;

You saw Him walk upon the sea,

And feed the thousands before your eyes.

(10/16) Peter once denied his Lord in fear,
Three times his heart was filled with pain;
But Christ restored him after rising,

And Peter preached and healed again.

(11/16) Andrew brought many souls to Christ,
And preached the Gospel far and wide;
James was the first among the Twelve

To give his life for Christ and die.

(12/16) John remained beside the Lord,
And at the Cross he stood with care;
Christ gave His mother to his keeping,
And John served long in faithful love.

(13/16) Philip preached Christ and would not
deny,

Bartholomew traveled far to proclaim;

Both suffered for the faith they kept,

And gave their lives to Christ’s great name.

(14/16) Therefore we bless you with our hymns,
O Twelve who followed Christ the Lord;

We ask for hearts of true repentance,

And mercy from the gracious God.

(15/16) All the faithful bless your names,
For you proclaimed the Gospel bright;
You taught, baptized, healed the sick,
And bore persecution for the faith.

(16/16) The mention of your names is heard
Upon the lips of all who pray;

They cry, “O God of Christ’s apostles,

Help all of us this day!”
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