Veneration of Our Fathers Abraham and Isaac
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(1/20) Abraham trusted in the Lord / And answered His command / He doubted
not His promises / But walked at His demand / He left his home and family / For
an unknown land / And followed where God led him/Beneath 'His mighty hand
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(2/20) The Lord had called to Abraham / “Depart from your own land / Go forth
from all your kindred'/ To where I shall command / A mighty nation | will make /
And bless you by My hand / Your name shall become great / A blessing in the
land”
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(3/20) The Lord appeared to Abraham / As three men drawing near / He welcomed
them as strangers / And served them without fear / The promise came concerning
| A son that would appear / Though Abraham and Sarah / Were both advanced in
years
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(4/20) A hundred years had Abraham / When Isaac came to light / And Sarah too
was well advanced / Yet trusted God aright / The promised son was given /
According to His might / For both believed His promise / And kept His word in
sight
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(5/20) When Isaac came according / To what the Lord had said / His father
circumcised him / When eight days then had fled / For Abraham kept trusting /
The promise God had made / That through his generations / The nations would be
blessed
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(6/20) Then God commanded Abraham / “Take Isaac whom you love / Your only
son, and offer him” / To God who reigns above / He doubted not the promise / Nor
turned his heart away / But rose to do what God had said / Early in the morning
that day
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(7/20) He trusted God could raise his son / And bring his offspring forth / So
Abraham prepared the gift / Believing in God’s word / His offering was completed
/ In'purpose and in heart / And generations after him/ Would -know his faithful
part . 3
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(8/20) The Lord declared-to Abraham / “By My own Self | swear / Because you

kept not/back your son / Your only son and heir / In blessing | shall bless you /

Your children | shall raise / Like all.the stars of heaven / A multitude of praise
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(9/20) The promise came to fullness / As Scripture made it known / And Abraham
was numbered / A descendant of the Lord in flesh / He finished all his journey / At
one hundred seventy-five /| And Abraham departed / In peace at end of life
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(10/20) Now Isaac was the promised son / Whom God Himself had given / In piety
and obedience / His heart was turned to heaven / He honored God and Abraham /
And yielded to his sire / Though he himself was promised / He accepted the
sacrifice
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(11/20) His father placed upon him / The wood for sacrifice / And Isaac bore'it
onward / In willing sacrifice / He offered up obedience / And did not turn away / He
yielded to his father / On that solemn day
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(12/20) He laid his neck before him / Prepared to give his life / While Abraham
stood ready / To offer sacrifice / The angel of the Lord then spoke / And stayed
his father’s hand / So Isaac too by purpose / Was offered as the lamb
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(13/20) And Isaac passed through sorrows / And many trials below / Yet God
bestowed two sons on him / Whose names the Scriptures show / They were Esau
and'Jacob / His children in hisc<days / And Isaac loved his Esau / For courage in
his ways
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(14/20) When Isaac had grown older / His eyes no longer saw / He called Esau his
eldest / And spoke to him-once more / “Go hunt for me some game / Prepare the
food | prize / That | may eat and bless you / Before the day | die”
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(15/20) Rebekah heard his saying / And called her Jacob near / She sent him to
the flock / And told him without fear / “Bring two choice kids before me / The food
I will prepare / Then take it to your father / And gain his blessing there”
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(16/20) But Jacob feared his father / Might touch him and perceive / “My brother
Esau is hairy / While smooth my skin appears /| may seem a deceiver / And bring
a curse instead” / His mother said, “Your curse, my son / Let it fall on my head”
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(17/20) Then Jacob did as she had said / And brought the food inside / His father
ate and blessed him / As Rebekah had advised / And Isaac reached one eighty
years / His earthly course complete / Then quietly departed / And rested there in
peace
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(20/20) The
“0 God of

Abraham and Isaac ‘
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Coptic Orthodox Church - Houston, Texas




