:n

Veneration of the Three Holy Youths

(1/24)

On Bashans ten we honor
Hananiah, Azariah, Mishael,
Young men of Judah's royal house,
Carried captive to Babylon.

(2/24)
Nebuchadnezzar chose you
For service before the king,

With Daniel, your faithful kin,
You stood among the chosen.

(3/24)

Your Hebrew names were changed:
Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-Nego,
Yet Babylon could never change

Your faith in the living God.

(4/24)

You purposed in your hearts
Not to defile yourselves,
With royal food or royal wine,
But keep your hearts for God.

(5/24)

You asked for ten days' testing,
With vegetables and water,
Trusting the God of your fathers,
And keeping His way with joy.

(6/24)

When the ten days were ended,
Your faces shone in health,
Better than all the others
Who ate the king's rich food.

(7/24)
God gave you understanding,
And wisdom in all learning,
The king found you ten times greater
Than all his wise men.

(8/24)

You served before the king,
And God increased your honor,
He set you over Babylon,
Yet kept your hearts with Him.
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(9/24)
The king raised up a gold image,
And ordered all to bow,
But you would not worship it,
Nor leave the Lord your God.

(10/24)

Accused before the king,
You firmly made confession:
We worship only the true God,
And will not bow to idols.

(11/24)
The king in wrath commanded
The blazing furnace for you,
And had you cast into its fire,
Because you would not bow.

(12/24)

The Lord sent down His angel,
Who guarded you in the flame,
The fire became like cooling dew,
But burned the men who cast you.

(13/24)

You blessed the God of fathers,
And blessed His holy name,
You blessed Him in His temple,
Exalting Him forever.

(14/24)
You praised the One who sees depths,
‘Who sits on Cherubim,
You blessed His royal throne
And heaven's firmament.

(15/24)

You called all works to praise Him,
The heavens and all angels,
The waters and the powers above,
To exalt Him forever.

(16/24)

You called the sun and moon,
The stars, the rain and dew,
The clouds and winds of heaven,
To praise the Lord forever.

(17/24)
You called all spirits to bless,
The fire and heat and cold,
The nights and days, light and dark,
To praise the Lord forever.
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(18/24)

You called the frost and snow,
The lightning, clouds, and earth,
The mountains and the hills
To exalt Him forever.

(19/24)
Springs, seas, birds, beasts, and mankind,
Israel, priests, and servants,
The just and humble-hearted,
With Daniel, blessed the Lord.

(20/24)
The king beheld the wonder,
And glorified your God,
He honored you in Babylon,
For God had saved His servants.

(21/24)
While kneeling down in prayer,
On Bashans ten you rested,
A mighty earthquake shook the land,
And Daniel told the king.

(22/29)
The king came forth and mourned you,
He laid you on ebony beds,
He made a golden bed for himself,
To rest one day among you.

(23/24)

Then Theophilos built your church,
And sent John the Short to Babylon,
Your voice said, Let our bodies remain,
At consecration, the lamps shone.

(24/29)
The mention of your names
Is in the mouths of all believers
They all say, O God of the Three Youths
Help us all

May their prayers be with us all. Amen.
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