Veneration of Queen Esther

(1/24)
Hail to Esther,
Lovely, fair and orphaned
Mordecai took you as his own
Raising you as his daughter at home

(2/24)
When maidens gathered in Shushan’s place
You too were taken to the palace
You pleased Hegai and favor was shown
And the best place became your own

(3/24)
You did not reveal your people or line
Keeping Mordecai’s command in mind
Obeying him as from your youth
Keeping his word in faith

(4/24)
The king loved Esther the most
grace and favor were yours in his hall
The royal crown was placed on your head
You were queen at his side

(5/24)
Mordecai learned of a hidden plan
Against King Ahasuerus by two men
He told Queen Esther what he knew
Saving the King’s life

(6/24)
Haman was raised above the rest
And all were ordered to bow at his request
But Mordecai would never bow
Haman filled with wrath was now

(7/24)
Haman sought not one man alone
But every Jew throughout the throne
Letters went throughout the land
To destroy them by the king’s command
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(8/24)
Mordecai wore sackcloth and ash
Cryingaloud with vast sorrow
The Jews mourned throughout the land
With fasting, weeping at hand

(9/24)
Esther heard and was distressed
Asking what caused this great unrest
The written decree was brought to her
So you might know what Haman planned to do

(10/24)
Mordecai charged you to go within
To make supplication to the king
To plead before him for your people
And bring their danger to his care

(11/24)
Thirty days you had not been called
And death was the law pronounced on all
Except the one the king would spare
Stretching his golden scepter there

(12/24)
Mordecai answered you once more
“Relief and deliverance may rise elsewhere”
“Who knows if you have reached the throne
For such a time as this alone?”

(13/24)
“Gather all the Jews,” you said
“For three days take neither drink nor bread”
“My maids and | will fast the same
And if | perish, | perish”

(14/24)
“Then | will go before the king
Though against the law may be my entering
Whatever may happen when | appear
If | perish, | perish here”
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(15/24)

On the third day you put on royal dress
And stood within the inner court
The king looked and favored you

And toward you the scepter stretched

(16/24)
You prepared a banquet that same day
And king and Haman came your way
You asked for both to come once more
To another banquet as before

(17/24)
That night sleep left the king’s eyes
And the chronicles were read nearby
There they found what Mordecai had done
And learned no honor had yet been won

(18/24)
The king commanded Haman then
To honor Mordecai before the men
He clothed him and led the royal steed
Proclaiming the king’s honor

(19/24)
At the second banquet you made your plea
“Give me my life, and my people to me”
You named the adversary before them
“This wicked Haman” who sought your fall

(20/24)
Haman prepared the gallows high
That he had made for Mordecai
The king commanded, “Hang him there”
And Haman met his judgment there

(21/24)
You pleaded once more with tears
To turn away your people’s fears
The Jews had light and joy again
And gained their rest from who hated them
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St. Mary & Archangel Michael Church of Houston




