Susanna the Chaste

The Lily of Babylon

(1/24) Hail to Susanna, pure and bright/Who walked
in God's commandments right /| A woman fearing God
each day / Whose heart from Him did never stray

(2/24) Your parents taught you in the law./ Of Moses,
without spot or flaw / And beautiful you were to see /
In truth and holy modesty

(3/24) Your husband Joakim was grand / And had a
garden near his land / The Jews would gather to his
place / Because of his esteemed grace

(4/24) Two elders judged the people there / Appointed
by the nation’s care / Yet wickedness consumed:their
mind / And justice they had leftdbehind

(5/24) They lusted after youdn shame / And turned
aside their holy name / They turned away their blinded
sight / And cast away the heavenly light

(6/24) Each waited for a lonely hour / To test your
virtue and your power / They watched for you to walk
alone / When every other guest had gone

(7/24)You entered in to take the air / With only two
young maids to/share / To wash within the garden
shade / Because the summer heat was made

(8/24) You told the maids to bring the oil / And shut
the garden doors from toil / That you might bathe in
quiet'peace /| And make the daily labor cease

(9/24) The maids obeyed and went away / To bring the
oil that very day / They left through side doors out of
sight / And locked the gates with all their might

(10/24) Then sudden from their hiding place / The
wicked elders rushed apase / They ran to you and
made demand / To yield to them-as they had planned

(11/24) They said the garden doors are fast / And no
one sees us here at last/ Consent to us and take our
side / Or else we will accuse your pride
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(12/24) They threatened you with witness dread / That
with a young man you had fled / And that was why
you sent away / Your maidens from the place that day

(13/24) You cried aloud in deep distress / With heavy
heart and loneliness / You knew that death was
closing near / Yet did not yield to sinful fear

(14/24) You shouted out with ringing voice / And made
the righteous, noble choice / The elders shouted back
in spite / To frame you in the people's sight

(15/24) The household servants rushed to see / What
caused this bitter agony / And heard the elders’ cruel
shame /\Which covered you with lying blame

(16/24) Next morning to the court you came /
Surrounded by this wicked blame / Your parents,
husband, kin appeared / To see the judgment they so
feared

(17/24) The elders stood before the throng / And
falsely did accuse you'long / The people trusted what
they said / Because of office that they held

(18/24) Condemned to/die, you raised your eyes / To
heaven’s throne above the skies / You trusted in the
living Lord / Who knew your innocence and word

(19/24) You cried to God who knows the heart / Before
your life on earth should part / He heard your voice
and answered prayer / And showed His mercy right
then there

(20/24) Young Daniel by the Spirit stirred / Proclaimed
your innocence and word /'He separated both the two
| And praved theiriwicked lies untrue

(21/24) The wicked elders met their doom / Within the
assembly and the gloom / And all'the people praised
the Lord / Who kept His faithful child and ward

(22/24) That is why we bless you with hymns / O
Susanna, pure and faithful / Asking for repentance
and remission / From the Lord, the righteous Judge
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(23/24) All the faithful bless your name / O Susanna, L gaa by [ Cyfiagal) JS gl (Y €/YY)

faithful and true / You became a shining beaco
light / For God's people at all times

(24/24) The interpretation of your name is im % ) JS /ol gd &

mouths of / All the believers / The a) ,"O God of/ Lugu Al

Susanna, / Help us all!"
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