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(7/24) The people found him bound and brought
him.in, / And loosed his chains where freedom
could begin. / He told the elders all.the words he
spoke before, / While Uzziah welcomed him and
hosted feasts of yore.

(8/24) As the siege wore on and dry [/ Wells failed,
and the town grew nigh'/ Judith lived in pious
prayer / Wearing haircloth, bowed in care

(9/24) She rebuked the elders® plan / Setting limits
on God's span / Trusting mercy from above /
Resting in His boundless love

(10/24) Bowing down, she washed her woe /
Anointed with a fragrant glow / God adorned her
with new grace / Shining brightly in her place

(11/24) With her maid she left the gate / Entering
the foemen's state / Finding favor in his sight /
Guarded by the holy light

(12/24) On the fourth day, feasting spread / Wine
consumed the general's head / Sleeping heavily
and deep / Fallen in a drunken sleep

(13/24) Standing by his resting place / Praying for
celestial grace / Taking down his heavy sword /
Struck twice by the living Lord
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(14/24) Rolling off the headless frame / Taking
down;the canopy's claim / Emerging safely with
the prize / Hidden from the army's eyes

(15/24) Back she reached the fortress gate, /
Calling to the guards to wait. / Showing high the
foeman's head, / Filling all with awe and dread

(16/24) Achior beheld the sight / Falling down in
deep delight / Blessing her through every shore /
Praising God forevermore

(17/24) Believing in the Lord Most High / Achior
joined as days went by / At the dawn the warriors
chased / Fleeing foes in dark disgraced

(18/24) Beholding their leader laid low on the
ground, / The Assyrians fled with a terrified sound;
| And Israel's heroes pursued them amain, /
Driving the routed host over the plain

(19/24) To Zion's holy courts the people pressed, /
To offer grateful praise with joyful zest; / And
Judith laid the foeman's spoils before / The
gracious God who triumphed evermore

(20/24) Long she lived in peace and grace / Years
one hundred five her space / Honored in her
husband's home / Never forced to fly or roam
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